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THE MT. DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ARRL June VHF @SO Party 


MEETS MONTHLY, 3rd FRIDAY, 8PM 
at the 
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2100 Tice Valley Boulevard 
Walnut Creek 


The biggest event each year on the 
VHF/UHF bands is the ARRL June VHF 
QOSO Party, being held this year on 
June 9 and 10. There should be some 
spectacular operating conditions with 
the high sunspot activity that we've 
been seeing lately (sharpen = your 
skills for Field Day two weeks later'!). 


Suggested frequencies are as follows: 


CLUB OFFICERS 


BAND SSB/CW FM 
PRESIDENT ewnihi tick. Ltn Sates See mkt) Outen thee 
DEREK BROWN N6CUK 672-2055 90 ot tere ws DA 50. 525 
50.125-200 Loc. 
VICE PRESIDENT 144 144. 150-250 146/147 sim 
DON LEDWITH K7SDF 228-7607 390 So0k% tects PSG ten 
SECRETARY 432 432.100-150 446.0 
JUNE BLENDERMAN N6SWP 820-0543 
iaen 902 902.100 927.0 (vert. ) 
TREASURE 1296 1296.100-150 1294.5 


WALTER EBBETT KB6QIB 837-2204 
EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 
BRIAN ROLLEY N6TDJ 778-2296 


2.00 2304.100 \ 
3.4G 3456.100 \ Horiz. polarization 
Oo. ta 97607100"""/ 


DIRECTORS 
DICK BROWN KT6X 676-9048 ia “ 10368.100 / ae iad os wbfn. 
JAY CALDIS KT6Y 939-1893 5, . 


CLUB REPEATERS 
147.06/+ 223.74/- 441.325/+ 
(100 Hz) (77 Hz) (100 Hz) 


PACKET BBS UPDATE —- CENTRAL COUNTY 


The KA6FUB RACES BBS (located at the 

Contra Costa Office of Emergency 

Services) has been relocated fron, 
145.79 MHz to 144.99 MHz. The FIGWE 
BBS (at the state Office of Emergency 
Services, Region II in Pleasant Hill: 
remains on 144.97 MHz. 


CLUB NETS 


ROCKY RIDGE REPEATER GROUP 
Thursdays 1930 hours 147.06/+R 
Jay Caldis KT6Y Net Control 


AMATEUR TELEVISION NET 
2000 hours (follows RRRG Net) 
Mike Scott N6GOZ Net Control 
Don Smith W6ENKF Alternate 


MDARC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 24, 1990 


Board Members Fresent: 


Vice Fres. Don Ledwith E7SDF 

Secretary June Blenderman N6SWP 

Treasurer Walt Ebbett KEB6QIB 

ee Brian Rolley N&TDJI 

Board Mem. Dick Brown KTG&X 
Board Members Absent: 

President Derek Brown N&CUK 

Board Mem. Jay Caldis KTSY 
Committee Chairs FPresent: 

Membr/Dir. George Jones KISYE 


Vice-President Ledwith called the 
meeting tc order. The minutes of the 
last meeting were approved as printed 
im the March Carrier 


The May 22 Board meeting wili be at 
the home of George Jones. The June 
19 Board meeting will be at the home 
of June Blenderman. Both meetings will 
start at 7:30 pm. 


The quest speaker for the May MDARC 
meeting has not been determined. 


Availability and cost of T-shirts 9 and 
mugs was discussed. 


Membership is 324. Treasurer reports 
$7,709.48 cash on hana. 


The April 20 auction had a record 
number of sales. However, at the 10 
pm closing, items remained to be put 
up for bid. Any separate purchases 
made after the auction was closed 
should net 10% to the Club. The 
Auction Committee will be discussing 
ways to make improvements. 


Two generous cash donations to the 
Auction were made by Richard Olsen 
WIiWUH and EK. S. Rhodes NdédOQMT. 


Respectfully submitted, 
June Blenderman, NS&SWP 
MDARC Secretary 


—————————————>C“*<LEEeEE—————— ee 


MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


We are pleased to welcome the follow- 

ing new members to MDARC: 

BERGER, Bret; KB7EGU, Technician; 769 
Center Ave., Martinez, CA 94553 
(415) -229-1366 (h) 

NELSON, Gregory (Greg); WB6MBD, 
General; 1411 Springbrook Rd., 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596; (415)- 
933-5381(h), (415)-272-7364(w) 

SCHMIEDER, Robert W. (Bob); KK6EK, 
Extra; 4295 Walnut Blvd., Walnut 
Creek, CA 94596; (415)-954- 
3735(h), (415) -294-2821 (w) 

SLATES, Roger D. II (Skip); KC6JEM, 
Technician; 1164 Lincoln Ave. 
#252, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(415) -944-9749(h) 

VAN NORMAN, R. Lyle; KB6DOW, Novice; 
P.O. Box 23463, Pleasant Hill, 
CA 94523: (415)-825-1719(h) 


Congratulations to the following on 
their upgrade and new call: 

Bill Amstein General, N6YPG 

Ken Kornusky: Advanced, KK6JH 


Please note the new address and 
phone number for Russ Bowen: 2235 
Arcadia Pl., Martinez, CA 94553; 
(415) -228-4813. 


Be sure to keep us up to date on any 
up-grades or call changes. Send to 
the Membership Chairman at P.O. Box 
23222, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523. 


—————————————— SSS 


SPORT YOUR COLORS: Wé6CX T-SHIRTS 
OFFERED FOR JUNE 23-24 FIELD DAY 


T-shirts (June 
offered to cliuh 
members for the first time since 
1980. The cost for the bright red 
heavyweight shirts is $7.25 each. 
They will be emblazoned with the 
club call sign and an appropriate 
logo commemorating the event. Last 
day for ordering (with funds) is 
June 6. See Paul Girard at the 
Club meeting. A few shirts MAY be 
available at the event for %10.900 
each. 


Field Day 
23-24) will be 


MDARC MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 20, 1990 


Pres. Derek Brown, N6éCUFK, called the 
meeting to order. Minutes of the 
previous meeting were approved as 
published in the March Carrier. 


Coming activities announced were: 


April 28 — Ham Swap Meet, Suisun City 


May 18 —- MDARC Meeting 
June 23 - FIELD DAY!!! 
July 22 - MDARC Picnic 


The meeting was adjourned to allow 
the semi-annual Ham Radio Auction to 
continue. 


Respectfully submitted, 
June Blenderman, NdéSWF 
MDARC Secretary 


MDARC PROFILE 
* *% * * WHERE WE ARE * * * # 
MDARC members cover a wide area. 
They live in 3 states, 14 counties 
and 43 cities. Their distribution is 
as foliows: 


68 live in Walnut Creek 

6? live in Concord 

74 live in Fleasant Hiil 

20 live in Lafayette 

19 live in Fittsburg 

18 live in Danville 

17 live in Orinda 

ié live in Martinez 

1i live in Antioch 

8 live in San Ramon 

7 live in Qakland and Moraga each 

3S live in Alamo, Brentwood and “San 
Francisco each 


z each live in Benecia, Byron, 
Clayton, £1 Sobrante, Fairfield, 
Fremont, Livermore, Napa, Fetaluma, 
Piedmont and Sacramento. 


1 each iive in 
Berkeley, 
Cerritca, 
Menla 


Alameda, Hend OR, 

Crockett, Diamond Bar, El 
Hayward, ios Angeles, 
Fark, Milpitas, Nevada City, 
Dakley, Fleasanton, Reno NV, Suisun 
and Vallejo. 


FPae- — 
FIELD DAY IS COMING! 


oper a- 
is fast 


Field Day, one of the biggest 
ting events of the year, 

approaching (June 22,0023: .and--24)° 
Again, we'll be up on Mt. Diablo 
(barring any fire problems) having 4 
lot of fun over the weekend. 


For those mew members, Field Day 15 
an emergency preparedness exercise, 


with emphasis placed = on setting up 
temporary stations in a minimum 
amount of time for emergency 
communications. All modes (CW, SSE, 
RTTY, FM, packet, SSTV, ATV, etc.... 


are fair qame. The exercise runs for 
24 hours (Saturday morning through 
Sunday morning) so there are usually 
a few bleary eyes around at the end. 


MDARC has traditionally set up the 

stations on the large parking lot 

just below the peak on Friday, with a 

little fine tuning of the equipment 
before it starts on Saturday. 


iauren WASCIE has done an excellent 
job as Field Day chairman the last 
few years (especially with MDARC 
coming in 10th place in our class of 
65 entries - 2,389 @S0s with 34 
operators taking part over the week- 
end). He is in need of equipment, 
generators, antennas and bodies. 
especially band captains! In particu- 
lar, an overnight crew for 80 meter & 
will be needed. 


Be sure to keep updated on the 
Thursday evening nets (147.060, +f? 
for the latest developments: 


NAMETAGS 


Walt KB6QIB still has some nametags 
that haven’t yet been picked up. If 
you’re still missing the one you 
ordered (or if you would like to order 


one), please see him at the next 
meeting. 


Conaqratulations to Dave Newman N6VIK 
of MDARC who has recently been 
elected as Vice President of the 


Contra Costa Communications Ciub! 


Pa. 4 


ORINDA FIRE FILES COMPLAINT AGAINST 
CCRA OPERATIONS 
By Paul W. Girard 


The Orinda Fire Protection 
District has filed a formal com- 
plaint on the operation of the 
WAGHAM (147.735) repeater system. 
The repeater is supposed to be the 
dedicated Contra Costa County RACES 
repeater and is operated by the 
Contra Costa Repeater Association 
(CCRA). The complaint was filed 
with Jim House, RACES Central 
County Emergency Coordinator. 

In a three page letter dated 


March 23, 1990, Captain Willis 
Lamm, Communications Officer for 
the Fire Protection District, and 


Chairman of the Communications 
Subcommittee of the Orinda Disaster 
Council charged: 

u "CCRA is running their repeat— 
ers on a quasi-closed basis." PL 
information (command tones) is not 
published, and is not available to 
other than paying CCRA members. 

al "The (147.3735 repeater goes 
into night mode at 2300 hours every 
night." This leaves the main RACES 
system inaccessible until a control 
operator can be located. 

= The CCRA is utilizing County 
property, maintenance and electric-— 
ity in “exchange for open, sanc-— 
tioned repeater locations.” (By 
being ‘closed’ they are allegedly 
in violation of the exchange 
“agreement. ”) 

= The agreement between the 
County and CCRA "cannot be located" 
indicating “poor organization = and 
accountability." Lamm charges, "At 
worst" it hints of the possibility 
that someone intentionally has 
buried or destroyed the document in 
order to protect someone in CCRA." 
(147.735 is not listed as a_ RACES 
affiliated station in the 1988-89, 
or 89-90 ARRL Repeater Director- 
ies.) 

« ",..-CCRA’s present operations 
are below standard, and I _ would 


expect the CCRA board to become 
responsible and provide the same 
service and access as other area 
repeaters...or get off the County 
sites." 


Lamm said he has no quarrel 
that the 147.735 repeater is one of 
the "better repeaters -- as far as 
equipment goes" in the area. 

When asked for a copy of the 
CCRA balance sheet, Brad Watson 
(WA6AEOD), who is one of five 
control operators for CCRA declined 
Saying "I don’t have it." . He 
previously said, "I don’t have it 
for YG, 

An attorney has indicated that 
although CCRA is not incorporated, 
and apparently is not licensed to 
do ‘business’ by any city, county 
or state agency,:it still must make 
its books available for inspection 
by any requesting member. Since 
the CCRA operates as a "quasi- 
public" entity, full disclosure of 
their membership, and balance books 
may be required. Profit and loss 
statements have been sought by CCRA 
members without success. 

Janet Grimsley of the County 
Office of Emergency Services said a 
search is underway of Sheriff’s 
records for the County—-CCRA-RACES 
operating agreement, but as of May 
2S it had not been located. 


eae 


CDF HONORS VIP PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 


The California Division of 
Forestry honored its VIP  (Volun-— 
teers in Fire Prevention) communi — 


- cations members at a "training" 


barbecue and picnic on May 6 at 
Sunol Glen School in Sunol. 

MDARC’s Paul Girard, training 
officer for the Northern Santa 
Clara Ranger Unit of VIP, received 
a CDF-VIP belt buckle. for his work 
with the unit. “Attending from 
MDARC were Larry Kaye (W6CPO), Bill 
(N6LZM) and Mary Brimmer, Rufus 
Bryant (N6NFR) and Pete Perata 
(KA6SHE). A call for new VIP 
members, and training announcements 
will be made on the Emergency 
Services Net on 147.735 on Thurs- 
days at 1920 hours. (New Hams’ take 
notice.) 


Editorial 
"GETTING ALONG" IS NAME OF THE 
HAM RADIO GAME 


Elsewhere in this issue is the 
type of story that no editor likes 
to see -- especially in the house 
organ of a respected amateur radio 
club. 

The story had to be told. ee 
is public knowledge, ong. 42.: .-6"~ 
volves a group of amateur’ radio 
operators. We would be derelict 
if it was "glossed over." The 
facts are right. 

Not all personalities in a 
large organization are always "in 
synch." Sometimes there are 
conflicts. Those on the right want 
things their way, while those on 
the left want to argue that white 
is black. 

We see RACES, and the CCRA as 
two organizations that "need" each 
other...and therefore must support 
mutual causes. The CONTRA COSTA 
COMMUNITY would be the losers if 
either organization were not 
available to the other. And this 
points out thet we, as amateur 
radio operators, have an obligation 
to public service first, and our 
Own selfish motives secondly. 

We may not agree with the 
“business” tactics of one group 24s 
opposec to another. We don’t 
believe a public can tell a busi- 
nessman how to ocperate his busi- 
ness. Tf the operation is illegal, 
or shady, that will soon enough be 
found out. Those in authority will 
deal with that problem. 

The article about the CCRA - 
RACES issue voices the opinion and 
complaints of one person, or group, 
but, neither judge nor jury are 
they. 

We are sure all the facts are 
not in, but that wise persons have 
opened dialog and thet the “Ham 
Community" will be stronger’ for 
that dialog. We hope so. 


——— —_—_—— 
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NEW HIP —- EDITOR ON THE MEND 


| *‘Carrier” Editor Stan 
| Sanbones (WU6P) is on the mend. 


“Sawbones’” replaced his left hip. | 


Pa - — 


"TICKET PUSHER’S" REPORT 


MDARC’S free radio classes this 
fall accounted for 19 novices, 8 
techs, and 3 Advanced, to date. 
Fine Business, Ganz and crew! 


PACKET RADIO BAND PLAN REVISITED 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


In the November, 1989 Carrier, we 
reported the 2M Packet Radio Band 
Plan that had been established for 
our area by the Northern California 
Packet Association (NCPA). At a new 
meeting of that coordinating body on 
February 4, 1990, some changes were 
made in that Plan to better acconm- 
odate this new and expanding segment 
of Ham Radio. There follows the VHF/ 
UHF frequency allocation for Packet 
Radio in Northern California: 


144.91 - Keyboard to keyboard 
144.93 - BBS 

144.95 - DX Spotting Network 
144.97 - BBS 

144.99 - BBS 

145.01 - Keyboard to keyboard 
145.03 - Keyboard to keyboard 
145.05 - keyboard to keyboard 
145.07 -—- BBS 

145.09 - BBS 

145.71 - 9600 bps 

145.73 - BBS 

145.75 - TCP/IP 

145.77 - DX Spotting Network 
145.79 - BBS 

146.58 - DX Spotting Network 
223.42 - Node uplink 

223.52 - Node uplink 

223.54 - Node uplink 

223.56 - Keyboard to keyboard 
223.58 - Node uplink 

223.60 - Node uplink 

441.50 - BBS 

433.05 - TCP/IP 

433.15 - Netrom backbone 
433.25 - DXSPN backbone 
433.31 - Backbone 

433.33 - Backbone 

455.35 - Backbone 


Changes are printed in bold. 
Please use the frequencies as al- 
located. 


Fa. & 


WALK-AMERICA FUNDRAISER 
Jim KA6IVF 


Seven amateurs from MDARC participa-— 
ted in the annual Walk America fund 
raiser for the Walnut Creek March of 
Dimes. June N6SWF organized our 
participation and the Wé6éCX repeater 
was selected for use during the 
operation, for its coverage of the 
activity area. At around 8:15 am, 
KJ6JEM and KA6IVF (assigned to 
Heather Farms Park) contacted the 
lady who was managing the activity, 
while the remaining five stations 
(KI6YK, N&ZA, NSKHS, N6MIN and N6éSWP) 
checked in at the various checkpoints 
along the route. One of the stations 
at Heather Farms tried to keep the 
activity manager in sight at all 
times, along the lines of the CDF 
shadow program, although keeping up 
with this energetic lady was quite a 
challenge. The other station handled 
the net and kept track of the 
numerous requests for information. 


As in the last few years, the Gold 
Wing Motorcycle group helped out by 
providing very maneuverable communi- 
cations and vigilance over the route. 
Eight of the most beautiful machines 
ever to move men on two wheels were 
lined up in formation in the swimming 
pool parking lot when we arrived. One 
of the riders is a licensed amateur 
(WH6ITI) and could therefore communi-— 
cate with us, and to the rest of his 
group via Citizen’s Band. We had 
several requests for assistance from 
them, from informal traffic control to 
locating reported injuries. 


We handled a lot of traffic between 
the checkpoints and the activity 
manager: most regarded the need for 
supplies, although there were two 
requests for ambulance assistance on 
the trail. One of these calls was 
delayed by a couple of old-timers who 
should know better. They came up on 
the repeater to rag-chew, not leaving 
any time for someone else to break 
in. After being asked to stand by 


A A SEAT ER NTE 
REMINDER 


Don’t forget to renew your ARRL 
membership through the club -_ see 
Walt KB6QIB if you have any 
questions. 


while the call for help was bein 
handled, they continued to talk = and 
wish each other a nice day before 
releasing the repeater. We are not 


talking about newl y-licensed 
technicians here, but folks who should 
know better! As it turned out, the 


injured parties walked out on their 
own, but this could have been a 
serious incident. 


TUNING AROUND 


I‘d like to thank those many 
volunteers at the auction who helped 
Faul N6PAC with toting the equipment 
up to Art for auctioning -: Paul's 
done a great job, and will now be 
turning over the reins to the new 
committee. Thanks are aiso due to Art 
VE2AQVY for continuing to do a fine 
job as auctioneer. 


As I understand, it looks like 
the club had done fairly well at the 
April auction. Unless there are any, 
changes by the auction committee, the 
October auction will be held at the 
same location; the reservations will 
also be extended to quite a bit later 
in the evening. Those who signed up 
for the auction committee wili be 
getting together at the next meetinea 
(May 18) to see what other = iimprove- 
ments can be made for the next one. 


Speaking of committeess...MDARC 
has about S20 members. but oniy 
about iS percent of those (usually 
the same ones) regularly take part in 
Club activities. For those of you who 


-aren‘’t involved, your heip and exper- 


tise is needed. Although we need 
members to survive financially, the 
Club can’t survive without those who 
are willing to put out that littie bit 
of extra effort. 


There are plenty of activities where 
we can use your help (Fieid Day, the 
Picnic and public service events, as 
well as the "less visible” activities: 
such as putting the CARRIER together 
each month). I promise that your help 
will NOT be turned away. Hope to cee 
you at the May 18 meeting. 


7s ES CUL 


Derek N6CUE 
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LARG 
EST HAM OUTLET IN THE WORLD 


‘sy STORE BUYING POWER 


now LOCATED In 


SALEM, NH 
WOODBRIDGE, va—K 
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LOW-LOW 
& RAPID DELIVERIES 
COAST TO COAST. 
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BURLIN 
999 rete g 94010 ANAHEIM, CA 
George. Mgr ee (714) 763-3033, (213) 860-204 SAN DIEGO, CA 08 8 
ATLANTA, GA 0 — (619) 560-4900 “yes ° 
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, VA 


5 miles 
a” south on 101 from SFO (404) 263-0700 
1-800-444-4799 
STORE HOURS 10 AlM-5:30 PM 
Bob F y CLOSED SUNDAYS 


President/Owner 
O 
Jim Ratterty N6RJ 2210 tngston St va 94606 PHOENIX, AZ 
Sales Manage: Rich. Mgr. W. hse, 534-5757 (602) 242-3515 VAN NUYS, CA 
IS-880 at 23rd Ave nom 1900-444 os ro REBT 
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CALL TOLL F 
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TLANTIC NEW ENGLAND 


ANAHEIM. 9 
to 5 30 PST 
A 
TLANTA. 9 to 5 30 EST WOODBR 
IDGE 9to5 
30 E 
SALEM 9 to 


IN CALIFORNIA CALL STORE NEAREST YO 
' 1-800-854-6046 1-8 
00-444-7927 1-80 
0-444. 4799 1-800- 
444. 0047 


vances! f7LITe VISA, 
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ing Hawaii 

California, Arizo ii. Phone Hrs: 7-00 
a2. am to 5:3 
Georgia and Virginia residents oe riparian Time, California, Arizona 
es tax. Prices, speniiedions Sescriptos customers call or visit Reames are 
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THE BASE STATION 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 
FOR AMATEUR RADIO NEEDS 


AEA CUSHCRAFT BALUNS 3 
AVANTI GORDON WEST CALLBOOKS 
ASTRON HUSTLER COAX CABLE 

ARRL CONNECTORS 
AMECO FERRITE RODS 

B&W HAM PUBLICATIONS 

BEARCAT REGENCY 2 MTR AMPLIFIERS 
BENCHER WELZ METERS 
BUTTERNUT YAESU SPEAKERS 


1839 EAST STREET (across trom Saltier’s) 
CONCORD, CA 94520 (415) 685-7388 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


MEMBERSHIP | 
PUBLICATIONS AND DISTRIBUTION 


CHAIRMAN 


DR. GEORGE JONES KI6YK 
325 GLEN ARMS DRIVE 


DANVILLE, CA 94526 
837-9316 


the ee maw! NEWELET TEE E EDITOR 


California 94523 


STAN CHRISTIAN WUSP 
5450 Concord Blvd. #C4 
Concord, CA 94521 
(415) 672-0330 
Send Contributions: 
(1) by MAIL or TELEPHONE 
(2) to KA6FUB BBS 144.99 mhZ 
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"The CARRIER" 


A Newsletter from the 


MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
P.0.Box 23222 


Pleasant Hill, 
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